
Are Tapeworms a Threat to the Health of My Horse?             

 
Tapeworms can be a health concern for horses of any age1 and are common in grazing horses around the country.2 
In fact, more than half of the horses in one survey had tapeworms.2 Infection rates were as high as  
95 percent in the upper Midwest.2 In southern states, infection rates were as high as 82 percent.3 
 
“It doesn’t matter where you live, tapeworms are likely a concern in your area – which means it’s important to make 
sure your parasite control program includes effective tapeworm control,” says Hoyt Cheramie, DVM, MS, Manager, 
Merial Veterinary Services. “Spring is a good time to review your strategic parasite control program utilizing selective 
deworming and tapeworm control. Treating for tapeworm infections, as recommended by your veterinarian, can 
easily and inexpensively help prevent related health concerns.” 
 
It used to be thought that tapeworms could live in a horse without really affecting its health, but researchers 
disproved that idea, showing that A. perfoliata can be a major cause of colic.4,5 Some research suggested that  
80 percent of ileal impaction colic cases are associated with tapeworms,4 and they can also cause many other kinds 
of problems in the digestive system. For instance, tapeworms can attach to the ileocecal area and cause 
inflammation, ulceration and bowel obstruction.4,5 In addition, tapeworms can cause a potentially life-threatening 
condition known as intussusception, which is the telescoping of the intestine into itself.4,6,7 
 
“Given the potential health issues resulting from tapeworm infection, treatment is paramount to the health of your 
horse,” says Dr. Cheramie. “Not all dewormers are effective against tapeworms,which means horse owners need to 
choose a product carefully.” 
 
ZIMECTERIN® Gold (ivermectin/praziquantel) is one of the few parasite control products that controls tapeworms – in 
addition to the 46 other different species and stages of parasites it treats.8 It’s more than 99 percent effective in 
eliminating Anoplocephala perfoliata in horses.8 
 
Merial is a world-leading, innovation-driven animal health company, providing a comprehensive range of products to 
enhance the health, well-being and performance of a wide range of animals. Merial employs approximately 5,700 
people and operates in more than 150 countries worldwide. Its 2010 sales were more than $2.6 billion. Merial is the 
Animal Health subsidiary of sanofi-aventis. For more information, please see www.merial.com. 
 
Important Safety Information 
Warning: Not for use in humans. Keep this and all drugs out of reach of children. In horses, there have been rare 
reports of swelling and irritation of the mouth, lips, and tongue following administration of ZIMECTERIN Gold. These 
reactions have been transitory in nature. Do not use in other animal species as severe adverse reactions, including 
fatalities in dogs, may result. 
 
 
®ZIMECTERIN is a registered trademark of Merial Limited. ©2011 Merial Limited, Duluth, GA. All rights reserved. 
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